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tation of a world of high endeavour, pure morality
and strong enthusiasm, existing and in full work,
without any reference to, or help from, the
thought of God. Godless in its literal sense,
and divested of all vindictive meaning, exactly
describes her writings. They are without God,
not against him. They do not deny, but they
silently and skilfully ignore Him. We have the
same old liturgies of human faith and action,
only they are intercepted and appropriated by a
new object, when they seemed to be on their way
to the old. The glory and the devotion that was
once given to God is transferred silently to man.
The way in which this feat is performed is
very remarkable ; for the characters she presents
us with are suffered rarely, if ever, to hold
opinions that are consciously to themselves at
all akin to the author's. On the contrary, they
are most of them Christian people, with the love
of God and the fear of hell presumably before
their eyes. But in all their more vital struggles
after God, the supernatural element in their
beliefs is represented as having no effect on them.
It is treated as a husk or shell, concealing, or
perhaps sheltering, something more precious
than itself; or at best conveying a truth in
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